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ABSTRACT
This research aimed to study factors of academic services in agricultural extension that affect the
development of community strength, which will serve as a guideline for the development of future academic
services at the Extension and Training Office, Kamphaengsaen. Data were collected from a sample of 240 people
who received such academic services by purposive sampling method using questionnaires with both open and
closed-ended questions. The ready-made statistical package for social science program was used to analyze
the data and calculate for frequency, percentage mean, standard deviation, t-test, chi-square and correlation

coefficient.

The research results found that academic services have people in the community gaining knowledge;
developing individuals, groups, institutions, society; and management capability. These academic services also
enabled the community to create network and bring strong economic development which has created jobs,
income generating opportunities and stable and safe society with high level of happiness. The results of the
research hypothesis test found that 1) Recipients of services of different genders had no different opinions on
the strength of the community and the use of knowledge and experience from academic services; 2) There was
a relationship between educational levels with the strength of the community, with highly educated groups likely
affecting the strength of the community; and, 3) There was a relationship between factors of academic services
in agricultural extension that affect the development of community strength (network, social welfare and security
community, resource management, developing people in the community, and community economy). They will
affect the strength and use of knowledge for the benefit of the community. There was a high relationship in the
same direction at the significance level of 0.01. Therefore, the approaches to developing academic services in
order to strengthen communities are: promote and develop quality community leaders, strengthen unity and
provide welfare for community stability, promote participatory resource management, develop community
personnel Including promoting academic knowledge and understanding, create public-private cooperation or
partnership, and create jobs in the community to promote income generation and improve quality of life. These

approaches will lead and drive the community to be strong and sustainable.

Keywords: Academic Services, Agricultural Extension, Strength of Community

E-mail: warittha.t@ku.th
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